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E d it o r a nd  Fo u n de r  

At the beginning of Her 
reign, Her Majesty made a 
p r o m i s e  t o  u s : 
“Throughout all my life 
and with all my heart, I 
shall strive to be worthy of 
your trust.” And my good-
ness, She certainly has. 
She made that promise, 
not as a formal part of Her 
Coronation Oath (I think 
in Her view, the Corona-
tion Oath IS a promise to 
God) but as a direct ad-

dress to Her subjects. 

     As Shakespeare said, 
“Not all the water in the 
rough rude sea can wash 
the balm off an anointed 
king.” Yes, She is a Queen, 
granted, but I think the 
saying holds true regard-
less of gender. Moreover, 
we must remember the 
gruesome and very tragic 
end of Richard II (a King 
forced to abdicate and 
then brutally stabbed to 
death in WALES!) and 
should in no way associate 
the end of Him with the 
prospective end of Her 

Majesty.  

#A Queen for  Li fe  
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Elizabeth II: 

A Rock of  
Stability in a Sea 

of UNCERTAINTY 

• Pope Benedict 

XVI 

• Queen Beatrix 

• Sir Alex Ferguson 

• David Beckham 

OBE 

• George Entwistle 

British Abdications 

Edward II—pushed, 
1327 

 

Richard II—pushed, 
1399 

 

Mary, Queen of Scots—
pushed, 1567 

 

James II—pushed, 1688  

Edward VIII—jumped,  
1936 
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BE WAR E  OF  GOV ERNM EN T  
Ever since they 
executed Charles 
I, the Government 
has been drunken 
by corruption and 
the swelling notion 
they are a sort of 
n eo -M ona r chy . 

O u r  c u r r e n t 
‘rulers’, Messrs 
Gove, Cable et al, 
none of them hold 
a candle to even 
our most remote 
Royals (Prince 
Richard, Peter 

Philips, etc.) Gov-
ernment is jealous 
of the affection 
and loyalty afford-
ed Monarchy. Brit-
ons love this fami-

ly  
Continues p2 
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Some argue that 
Charles’ involve-
ment in the open-
ing of parliament 
and Common-
wealth Summit sig-
nal a Queen pre-
paring to step 
aside. They are 
wrong. Why not 
have the son pick 
up some slack with 
more mundane 
functions? He al-
ready regularly fre-
quents the corri-
dors of Whitehall. 
One of Elizabeth’s 

greatest achieve-
ments has been to 
divest Her seat of 
all opinion, politi-
cal, personal or 

otherwise.  

     The Crown can-
not be passed too 
early to Charles – 
He will have His 
time to shine but 
now, more than ev-
er, He needs Her 
guiding hand on 
His back, navi-
gating Him through 
the complications 
of rule. Not in a 

meta- 

ture have been harried 
through parliament. It 
is left to Prince Charles, 
a man immersed in the 
subtle shades of British 
law, to voice fears that 
should His grandchild 
marry a Catholic then 
under Cannon Law it 
would be required for 
that child to be raised a 
Catholic which would 
lead to the constitution-
al nightmare of an heir 
to the throne due to 

just as they are – re-
form, interference and 
pressure on the Monar-
chy comes only from 
Government, whose mad 
actions are supported by 
the British Press. 

     I’m terrified of the 
damage caused by Min-
isters who have no un-
derstanding of eternity 
or public service. For 
instance, reforms to the 
institute of Primogeni-

become Supreme Gov-
ernor of the Church of 
England being a Catho-
lic and therefore barred 
from being crowned.  

 

What other  

UNINTENDED  

CONSEQUENCES 

might occur if we 
enforce abdication? 
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NOT  T H E  BR IT I SH  WAY  

IS  TH E  PRI N C E  O F  WA L E S  R E A DY ?  

BE WAR E  OF  GOV ERNM EN T  

‘modern Monarchs’ 
in the sense that 
they were still 
‘divine right’ sort of 
men) the only other 
Monarchs who have 
abdicated are James 
the II (who did tech-
nically abdicate by 
fleeing to France; He 
knew His time was 
up with the Glorious 

Revolution – and He 
WAS dallying dan-
gerously with Ca-
tholicism). And then 
there was Edward 
VIII. Oh, Eddie. “He 
gave up so much for 
so little,”  
 

Continues Page 3   

 

Politicians, press 
and subversive ele-
ments in the pub-
lic support abdica-
tion in the name of 
‘modernising’ and 
‘reinvigorating’ (!) 
the Monarchy.  

     Apart from Rich-
ard II and Edward II 
(who were not 

"Throughout all my life 

and with all my heart I 

shall strive to be worthy 

of  your trust"  
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suggest we look to the 
Dutch as an example 
for Elizabeth. Non-
sense! Don’t get me 
wrong, the House of 
Orange-Nassau re-
mains upstanding, in 
spite of the usual 
skeletons in the closet 
(Nazism), but there is 
something frivolous 
about this family – it 
has been made too 
modern, too accessi-
ble. Pope Benedict 
XVI’s abdication was 
an indirect (but NOT 

Mrs Simpson wept 
over and over at His 
funeral on the arm of 
Her Majesty. In this 
country, the concept 
of abdication is 
bound up with a feel-
ing of SHAME, or of 
shirking. Mention 
must be made of Hol-
land’s Queen Beatrix, 
who abdicated this 
April, aged just 75, 
after a 30-year reign. 
There are those in 
Government and the 
British Press who 

unintentional?) Papal 
threat, offering more 
ammunition to the re-
formist assertion that 
rule and power are the 
preserve of youth. Let 
me ask you this: Has 
Elizabeth ever looked 
stronger? After the Dia-
mond Jubilee, I see no 
reason why She should 
not set Her sights on a 
Platinum then Rhodium 
Jubilee. Is the prospect 
of a 120-year-old Queen 
Elizabeth II unfeasible? 
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I S  T H E  P R I N C E  O F  W A L E S  R E A DY ?  

Her Majesty doesn't often smile, but when She does—we know it is sincere. 

She eall  lights up a oo  a ou t  he  she does! 

N OT  T H E  B R I T I S H  W A Y  

the throne. I take 
comfort that when 
Her Majesty pass-
es away, Camilla 
will be a great 
support. She is 
looking more and 
more regal as days 
go by and recently 
revealed She can 

speak French. 
French! Truly a 
21st Century Mon-
arch, and no mis-
taking. Camilla is 
ready to be Queen 
Consort – but the 
Prince is not ready 

to become King. 

-phorical, spiritu-
al, Hamlet’s-father
-in-the-clouds sort 
of way. No, in a 
very real way. He 
needs that sup-
port to prepare 
Him for a short 
m e r r y - m a d -
Monarch stint on 

 

Longest-serving 

British Monarchs 

 

Vi to ia  ea s  As 
Ed a d VI fa ousl  

uipped, "I do 't i d 
p a i g to the Ete al 
Fathe , ut I ust e 
the o l  a  i  the 
ou t  ali ted  a  

Ete al Mothe ."  
 

Eliza eth II  ea s  
The o ds "happ  a d 
glo ious" e e e'e  so 
apt i  the a the  as 
the  a e fo  He  
Majest .  
 

Geo ge III 9 ea s  
Ge e all  a athe  good 
egg, he  He as 't 
i apa itated  hat 

as p o a l  athe  
se e e outs of a i  
dep essio . The i st of 
the Ha o e ia  
Geo ges to speak ith 
a  E glish a e t. 
 

He  III  ea s  
E t a aga t, a a i ious 
a d a i el  a i-

se ii . Built 
West i ste  Cathed al. 
P o a l  a it too 
a ie t to appl  a  
so t of ode  logi  to. 
 

Ed a d III  ea s  A 
o e io al ediae al 

Ki g ho just LOVED a 
lood  good WAR. 

 

Eliza eth I  ea s  A 
eal e ig a. 

U dou tedl  a st o g 
a d su essful o a h 
- He  Golde  Age ade 
B itai  G eat a d 
sta ted the all olli g 
o  e tu ies of 
I situio alised B iish 
Colo ialis  a d ge e al 
Supe io it  Co ple . 
Mo e of a p ede esso  
of That he , tha  He  

a esake Quee  
Eliza eth II. 
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sonality. The BODY 
was MONARCHY, 
and it was to be up-
held – thus we have 
the phrase:  

ONE of the down-
sides of Constitu-
tional Monarchy 
(and I am very 
much a fan of the 
Constitutional Mod-
el) is that we now 
think of the Mon-
arch separate to the 
Monarch’s body (one 
of the concepts used 
by Cromwell to try 
Charles I for trea-
son). In the old, 
more spiritual days, 
the Monarch’s body 
was merely a vessel 
for Monarchy. We 
respected the Mon-
arch body because 
we respected the 
tradition of Monar-
chy. No less respect 
was given on ac-
count of age or per-

“The King is dead, 
long live the King” 
– in CONTINUUM.  

 

David G. Lees 

CO NC L US IO N  
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PR ACT IC AL  CO NS I DER AT IO NS  
 

If Elizabeth DOES get too mad or immobile, make Charles Prince 

Regent. But never, NEVER should She abdicate.  

     NEVER COULD SHE ABDICATE.  

     There are logistical REAL problems to deal with, such as what 
would we call Her thereafter? The Dowager Queen? That sounds ter-
rible. The King Mother? The Queen Emeritus? Are She, Beatrix and 
Benedict going to start a club? 

     Where would She go? 

     There would be a sort of Second Court if She stayed here – older 
courtiers still hanging on Her apron strings, which would undermine 
Charles—He could become a Gordon-Brown King.)  

     She’d need to flee to France – to the safe confines of the Temple 
de la Gloire, where they spend their days embroidering cushions and 
entertaining upper eschelons of right-wing European society.  

     No, that will never happen.  

     She’d miss this green and pleasant land, this jewelled isle. She’d 
miss Her horses, Balmoral, Windsor. SO – if She cannot go and can-
not stay – She cannot ABDICATE. 
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